10th, April 1978

Captain R A 8§ § HMeKitrick,

0 Battery (The Rocket Troopn) R.A.,
2 ¥ield Regiment Royal Artillery,
British Forces Post Office 20

Dear Captain McKitriek,
Thank you for your letter of the 21st. of Februsry.

I sm gilad that the Battery Commander has received
the ¥/8 of '"Wonsieur Joseph! and delighted thet he finds
it interesting. T am hornoured to nave it placed in
the Battery Museum,

Thank you for the invitation to visit the Troop. I
am afreid thet it is ervtremely unliikely that I shall bhe
able to do so sas inflation is killing the ability to
travel and overcomes my ardent desire to hesr further
of my o0ld Troop. I belong to the R.EJA. Associstion
60 I do get newslebbers and am generally informed as to
whet is going on with RHA and ex-=RHA Troocps.

I sem affraid the book will never be published ==
although I em having a last stab at Blackwoods. Seversal
publichers have already been spproached and all say the
came thing in different wsys, They 21l like the book
immensely end say it makes =2n unusuel, compelling snd
humen doeument. BUT it hes no sex, virtually no
violenece. and only & minor love interest, so they say
it will not sell, ;

Everyone T heave spoken to sbout tie book save that
this is just the kind of thing they hsve been waiting
for and heve had quite enough of sex and violence.
However, the publishers think otherwise.

Thenk you very much for the plegue, it is 2 lovsly
riece of work end will hang in the place of honour Ser
everyone to see, Nething could have plessed me more.

If, by any chence, I do get the book published I
will ssnd you an aswtographed copy.

Yours very truly,



