26th. September 1976

Dear Captain Rollo,

Many thanks for your letter of the 3rd. off Septerber.
I must apologise for the delay in teplying dbut we have
baen up in Worcestershire looking et some of the houses
where the Enock's ancestors lived between 1600 and 1700.

First of all, I was in 'Q' Rattery, the Rocket Troop,
and I was indeed sed when theyrwere reduced to being R.A.
2nd. Field Regiment. But I have kept in tounch with my
perticular pals in it (some of whom live in Dorset) by
ecorprespordence and by attending R.H.A. Associstion Reunion
Dinner at Trowbridge each spring.

7hen T wrote to you I was only conecerned as to whebher
or not the Battery would like a copy of the mamiseript.
From the last few words in your letter the anewer seems
to te Yes. I will certainly send them a copy (when it
is finished) and would be glad if you would tell me the
address to which it should be sent.

As vegards publication, I heve already approached
several publishers and they are unanimous in saying thet
the moteriel i= excellent and urmusual, are "impressed by
the honesty., the detasiled accurscy, and the warmth and
sensitivity", and that I "have more then edequetely pald
tritute tc the courage, generoaity end enduring friend-
ghip" of the French people concerned in my escape.

However, they all say, in their different ways, that
the bhook would not be comnmereially viable because 1t
contains no sex, onl¥ one violence, and only @ hackground
love interest. They add that it is for this resson only
they are unable to undertake publication of en Potherwice
comp@dling and very human document". -

So, some time sgo, I ebandoned the idea of publication.

rut just recently an old prep. school friend of mine
came to live nearby -- we had not seen ‘each other since
1915 ~~ and he and his wife have become much published
author and authoress. They have both read the book and
agree that the material is excelient and 8o good that the
sheence of sex, violence, end 'lurve' would not stop
publicetion provided the first part is re-written in a
more up to date way. (After all the expressions end
exp1§nations of events 36 years ago are not good enough
now.

I have slready re-written the four first chapters as
a sample for their criticiem and they have passed with
flying colours, so I am now going on to complete the
re-write, which later on means merely altering a word or




two here and there. They have alao given me the name of
& sultable agent who will try and place the book, and 211
in all future publication seéms to have some possibility.

I will keep you advised when the mamuscript is
finished and. on second thoughts, will send X¥ it to
you, and if you deem it advisable perhsps you would
paes 1t on to The Rockets.

Yours gincerely




